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Abstract

The main goal of this paper is to provide an evaluative reading of the reality of
cognitive sciences from its appearance in the early 1950s of the twentieth
century until the middle of the second decade of the current century. We
reviewed its stages and its evolution, we also assessed its hypotheses and
approaches, and finaly we defined its subdisciplines and its fields of research
and application. Although, there is large consensus about the scientific maturity
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of cognitive science, we still question the utility of its results and conclusions. It
is evident to affirm that cognitive science have multiple applications, and by
virtue of its research on human activities will necessarly lead to scientific results
of high practical utility. But the assertion of this evidence means implicitly that
we need to include the whole human activity within the grasp of this science,
and then claiming the bankruptcy or the end of what we name human sciences
with its different subdisciplines. However, two deadlocks emerged; the first
concerned whether this situation is not a heavy burden for a scientific field that
is still forming, and then could lead to the dissolution and blast. Because how a
young science with fragile history, background and methods of study, could
absorb all those disciplines including cognitive psychology, mind philosophy,
cognitive linguistics, neuroscience, evolution theory and different branches of
social science. Obviously, this perplexing situation pose epistemological and
methodological issues that reside principally in how this science defines
concepts of knowledge and cognition. The second is linked to whether it is true
that this science have distinguished contributions, or it is just a kind of
"neuropsychological consciousness" or a tempest in a teapot. Doubtlessly, the
contribution of this science change according to the domains and disciplines,
because its project since the end of the 1990s is fertile and promising. So, we
will examine in this synthetic study, the results and future perspectives of this
science through the following three axes: 1) Development and foundation 2)
principles and approaches 3) research and applications.
Keywords: cognitive science; cognition; cognitive psychology
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