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In eighteenth-century France there lived a man who was

one of the most gifted and abominable personages in an era
that knew no lack of gifted an abominable personages. His

story will be told here. His name was Jean-Baptiste
Grenouille, and if his name - in contrast to the names of
other gifted abominations, de Sade's, for instance, or
Saint-just's, Fouche's, Bonaparte's, etc. - has Dbeen

forgotten today, it is certainly not because Grenouille fell
short of those more famous blackguards when it came to
arrogance, misanthropy, immorality, or , more succinctly,
wickedness,
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